
AENEID BOOK I STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

Invocation:  the epic’s ‘thesis statement’ 
List Themes: 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

Set up of Conflict: 

Setting of Book I:  The City is… 
1 

Main Antagonist / Protector of this city is: 
1 

Reasons why Juno hates the Trojans: 
 
 
 
 
1 

 

IN MEDIAS RES:  What are the Trojans doing when the reader first 

sees them? (1-2) 

 

Juno to Herself: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

 

Juno to Aeolus:  
the Trade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

Aeolus to Juno: 

3 

 

The Storm 

 

 

 

Aeneas’ first speech: 
 
 
 
3 

Simile: Neptune calms the storm like a. . . (4) 

 

 

4 

 

4 
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How many deer does Aeneas kill on the Libyan shore? 

5 

5 

 

5 

Aeneas to his men:  
 
 
 
6 

Aeneas’ Leadership Qualities in Camp:  evidence? 

 

*******Setting:  Olympus******** 

Venus to Jupiter: 
 
 
 
 
6-7 

Jupiter’s Prophecy: 
 
Aeneas will be (ok / die a horrible death). 
 
Aeneas will rule _____________ years. 
Ascanius / Iulus will rule _______ years. 

His descendants will rule _________ years. 
 
Name of famous Roman who will end all war? 
 
7-8 

****Setting:  Aeneas’ Reconnaissance Mission***** 

Mystery Girl that Aeneas encounters is: 

 

 

8-9

 

Dido’s Backstory:   
 
 
 
9-10 

****Setting:  Aeneas & Achates Magically whisked away into 

Carthage**** 11 

 

Aeneas’ Reaction to the sights of Carthage: 
 
 
 
11 

Foreshadowing: whose temple is this? 

 

 

 

12 

Ekphrasis: what is carved on the temple 
doors? 
 
 
12-13 

 

Dido’s Leadership Qualities in this Scene: 
 
 
 
13 

Ilioneus’ Speech: 
 
 
 
14  
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Dido’s Reaction to Ilioneus’ Request:  
 
 
 
15 

***Aeneas Reveals Himself:  15-16*** 

Dido’s Reaction to Aeneas: 
 
 
 
16 

Guest Friendship:  Gift Exchange 17 

 

 

 

****Setting:  The Banquet***** 

What is Dido’s Request for Aeneas as they 
exchanged gifts and feasted? 
 
 
 
19 

 

 

AENEID BOOK II STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

****Setting: Aeneas at the Banquet is telling his story. . .*** 

THE FALL OF TROY 

Do all the Trojans want the Trojan Horse 
inside their city? 20-21 

Laocoon’s Famous Line:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
21 

Sinon’s Tale: 
 
 
 
 
21-23, 24 

Who is the famous “Ithacan” who wanted 
Sinon dead? 

Is Sinon’s account credible? 

 

Venus’ Plan to Protect Aeneas: 17-18 
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What is King Priam’s Treatment towards Sinon? 
 
 
 
 
 
23 

Snakes on a Priest! Laocoon’s End: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 

***Setting: Nighttime*** 

Whose ghost enters Aeneas’ dreams and tells 
him to flee? 
 
 
 
27 

Instead of obeying the ghost’s commands, Aeneas. . . 

 
 
 
27-28 

 Draw Panthus’ Group: 
 
 
 

 
 
28 

Summarize Aeneas’ “last” speech to his men: 
 
 
 
 
28 

Coroebus’ Strategy:                                            

 
Is it successful? 
 

Coroebus’ Downfall:                                                                                      
 29-30 

***Setting: the Sack of the Royal Palace*** 

 

Simile: Pyrrhus / Neoptolemus is like a. . .  

 

31 

NB: Pyrrhus / Neoptolemus = Achilles’ SON 

What is Priam’s Response to the Fall of Troy? 
 
 
 
 
 
32-33 

 Queen Hecuba’s Response:                                             33 
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Where does Polites die?   *Hint: This is a theme* 
 
 
 
33 

Priam to Pyrrhus: 
 
 
 
 
 
33 

Pyrrhus to Priam:  
 
 
 
 
 
33 

Ultimate Fate of Priam? 
34 

As Aeneas watches Priam die, who is he reminded of? 
 
34 

***SPURIOUS PASSAGE:  AENEAS vs. HELEN**** 

Thought Question: do you think this is the work of Vergil? Does it “fit” with 

the rest of the book? 

 

Venus’ Intervention: Whom does she blame for the fall 

of Troy?   35 

 

 

Anchises’ Reaction to the Fall of Troy: 
 
 
 
 
36 

What omen changes his mind? 
 
 
37 

Draw the Family’s Escape Plan: 

 

 

 

 

37-38 

Who doesn’t make it to safety? 

38 

Creusa’s Last Words: 
 
 
 
 
39 
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AENEID BOOK III STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

AENEAS’ ODYSSEY 

Hierarchy: Who is in charge in this book? (40) 

 

What is the name of Aeneas’ first settlement in Thrace? (40) 

 

Aeneas’ Pietas: what is Aeneas doing when he encounters the 
bloody omen? 
 
 
40-41 

What is Polydorus’ backstory? 
 
 
41 

Where have we seen a similar story before? 

Anius’ Travel Advice: 
42 

Anchises’ interpretation for Anius’ advice: 
 
 
 
 
43 

What is the name of the Aeneas’ second settlement? 
43 

Why are the Trojans forced to leave this settlement? 
43-44 

****Dream Sequence: 

The Penates (Phrygian Gods of Home) Visit Aeneas**** 

Where is Aeneas told to go? 
 
44 

According to Anchises, who else has given this same 
prophecy? 
 
 
 
44-45 

***Island of the Strophades*** 

What is Celaeno the Harpy’s Prophecy? 

 

46 

***Trojan Games*** 

Where are the Trojan Games held?   

47 

*** Helenus’ Settlement*** 

What is Andromache doing when Aeneas encounters 
her? 
 
 
 

47-48 

What is Andromache’s reaction to seeing Aeneas again? 
 
 
 
48-49 
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What is Andromache’s backstory?  
 
 
 
48 

 

What is Aeneas’ reaction to seeing this “little Troy”?  
 
 
 
49 

Helenus’ Prophecy: who is forbidding him to speak about 
Aeneas’ future? 
 
 
49 

According to Helenus’ prophecy, what omen will signify the site 
of Aeneas’ new home?  
50 

List monsters that  both Aeneas & Odysseus 
have to face in their journey: 
 
 
 
 
50-51 

What is Helenus’ advice about appeasing Juno? 
 
 
51 

Guest Friendship: Gift Exchange 51-52 

 

 

Why is Andromache so upset at the Trojans’ departure? 
 
 
 
52 

What does Helenus’ settlement represent? 
 

***On the Road Again*** 

Who sees Italy first? 
 
 
 
 
53 

What is Achaemenides’ backstory? 
 
 
 
 
 
55-56 

What do the Trojans do with him?                                                                55 
 

Who dies at the end of the book? 
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AENEID BOOK IV STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

The Death of Dido 

To whom does Dido confide her secret love? 
 
 
 
58 

Dido’s Vow: foreshadowing 
 
58-59 

Anna’s Advice 
 
59 

Simile: Dido is like. . .  
 
 
60 

How does Dido’s infatuation with Aeneas affect 
Carthage? 
 
 
 
60 

****Setting: OLYMPUS**** 

Juno to Venus: Summarize 
 
 
60 

Venus to Juno: 
 
 
 
61 

Juno to Venus: the Plot 
 
 
61 

***The Hunt*** 

Thought Question: what do forests and woods often represent in 

literature? 

Simile:  Aeneas looks like. . . 
61 

 

STORM 

The Cave Scene: Who is present at Dido & Aeneas’ 
marriage? 
 
62 

 

Is this a real marriage?  Justify your answer. 

 

 

*** The Consequences*** 

Describe the Personification of Rumor: 

62-63 

Iarbas’ Reaction to the Rumor: 
 
 
63 
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Venn Diagram it!  What do Iarbas and Aeneas have in 
common? 

Jupiter to Mercury:  
 
 
 
63-64 

What is Aeneas wearing when Mercury encounters him? 
 
 
64-65 

Compare Mercury’s tone to Jupiter’s  in his Message to 
Aeneas: 
 
65 

How does Dido find out about Aeneas’ plans? 
 
65 

***THE FIGHT*** 

Dido to Aeneas: 
 
 
 
66 

Aeneas to Dido: List his priorities: where is Dido on the list? 
 
 
 
66-67 

Dido to Aeneas: 
 
 
 
67-68 

Simile: the Trojans’ flight is like… 
68 

***Dido’s Plan*** 

Dido’s Request to Anna: 
 
 
 
68-69 

What omens of doom foreshadow this passage: 
 
 

69-70 

Dido to Anna:  What is her plan to overcome her love for 
Aeneas? 
 
 
70 

Dido to herself: options? 
 
 
 
71-72 

Mercury to Aeneas:   
 
72 

Aeneas’ Reaction to Mercury: 
 
 
 
72-73 

Dido’s Curse:  
 
 
 
74 
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How does Dido kill herself? 
 
 
 
74 

Juno sends Iris to release Dido’s soul from her body: 
evidence of guilt / foul play? 
 
75 

 

AENEID BOOK V STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

The Funeral Games 

What do the Trojans see as they are sailing away from 

Carthage? 

76 

What does Palinurus suggest ? 

76 

Aeneas’ Leadership Skills:  this is the first time we see Aeneas 
making major decisions since his father has died. In Carthage 
and in the arms of Dido, he has not had to act as a leader. 
Watch his leadership styles develop throughout this book. 

Where does Aeneas wish to go? 
 
 
 
77 
 

***Return to Acestes’ Land *** 

Describe the serpent that Aeneas sees upon Anchises’ 
grave: 
 
 
78 



***The Funeral Games*** 

 

Game 1: The Ship Race 
List the Four Ships Involved: 
 
 
 
 
79 

Who wins? 
Why? 
82 

What are the prizes? 
 
82-83 

Game 2: The Foot Race:  What is Aeneas’ unusual 
promise? 
 
 
 
84 

What conflict complicates the outcome of the race? 
 
 
 

What is Aeneas’ reaction to this mishap? 
 
 
 
85 

Game 3: Who fights during the boxing match? 
 
85-88 

Who wins the boxing match, and what does he do with his prize? 
 
88 

 

Game 4: Archery: 
What happens to Acestes’ arrow? 

Game 5: Trojan Troop: Any modern equivalent? 
 
89-91 

***The Trojan Women Revolt*** 

What does Iris / Beroe convince the Trojan women to 
do? 
 
 
 

91-92 

Do all of the Trojan Woman agree with Iris / Beroe’s 
actions? 
92 

Whose leadership qualities shine here, Ascanius’ or Aeneas’? 



What happens after Aeneas’ prayer  to Jupiter?  
 
 
 
 
93 

What is Nautes’ advice to Aeneas? 
 
 
 
93-94 

What does Anchises tell Aeneas to do? 
 
 
 
94 

What does Acestes’ settlement resemble?                                             95 

****OLYMPUS**** 

Venus to Neptune: 
 
 
 
 
95-96 

Neptune’s Price for Peace: 
 
 
 
 
96 

Who dies at the end of Book V? 
 
 
97 

 

AENEID BOOK VI STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

The Underworld 

Ekphrasis: what is depicted on the temple doors 
of Cumae? 
 
 
 
98 

How does this parallel the main story? 

Who breaks up the Trojans’ gawking at the temple 
doors? 
 
 
 
99 

Any modern parallels to the Sibyl’s ‘inspiration’? 
 
 
 
 
100 

Sibyl’s prophecy: 
“_____, awful ________ I see; and Tiber foaming 

streams of ________!. . . There (in Italy) another 

Goddess-born _________________ waits! 

 
100 
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Aeneas defends his desire to visit the Underworld by offering 
the precedents of those heroes who have gone before him, 
like: 
 
 
 

101 

What other hero has visited the Underworld (not listed here)? 

Paraphrase the Sibyl’s description of the trip to the 
Underworld: 
 
 
 
 
101 

What is the price to enter the Underworld? 
 
 
101 

When Aeneas and Achates return to camp, they learn that 
one of their crewmen has died.  Name him, and provide his 
backstory: 
 
 
102 

What omen leads Aeneas to the golden bough? 
 
102-103 

A New Invocation:   

List themes: 

 

104 

***The Underworld*** 

List the personifications that Aeneas meets at the entry of the 
Underworld: 
 
 
 
 
105 

Name the ferryman of the dead: 
106 

What is the name of the ghost that Aeneas recognizes mulling 
about on the shore?  What is his backstory? 
 
 
 
106-7 

How does Aeneas avoid Cerberus? 
 
 
 
108 

***The Fields of Mourning*** 

Describe Aeneas’ Reunion to Dido: 
 
 
 
 
109-110 

***The Field of Heroes*** 

How do Aeneas’ dead (Trojan) companions react to his 
presence? 
 
 
110 
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How do the Greek warrior ghosts react to Aeneas’ presence? 
 
110 

Describe Deiphobus’ backstory: 
 
 
 
110-111 

***Tartarus & Elysium*** 

List some punishments described in Tartarus: 
 
 
 
 
112-113 

What are people doing in Elysium? 
 
 
114 

Reunion with Anchises:  where else has Aeneas tried to embrace a ghost 
three times? 
115 

***The Parade of Heroes*** 

Anchises shows Aeneas a 
parade of future Romans. 
List them here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
117-118 
 

Who is next to Caesar in this parade? Why is that odd? 
117 

Who is Marcellus, and why is he so sad? 
119-120 

Briefly describe the Underworld and Afterlife 

belief system outlined in Book VI of the Aeneid: 
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AENEID BOOK VII STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

Italy at Last! 

Who dies at the beginning of this book? 
 
 
120 

Where have we seen Circe before? 
121 

Who sees the Tiber river first? 
121 

INVOCATION: 
List themes: 
 
 
121 

Identify members of Turnus’ Family Tree: (122) 

 
What is the first omen that forbade the Lavinia-Turnus marriage? 
122 

What is the second omen that forbade the Lavinia-Turnus 
marriage? 
122 

Rumor Returns. . .  

 

Explain how the Trojans ate their tables to fulfill the Harpy’s 
prophecy: 
 
123 

How does Aeneas respond to the news that the Trojans have 
fulfilled the prophecy? 
 
 
 
123-124 

***Aeneas Meets Latinus*** 

Latinus to the Trojans:          125-126                                                                       

 
Ileoneus to Latinus: 
 
 
 
 
126 

Latinus to the Trojans:               127 
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Guest Friendship: Gift Exchange 
 
 
127 

Where have we seen a similar scene? 

***Juno Interferes*** 

Juno to Herself: 
 
 
 
128 

Where have we seen a similar scene? 

What henchman does Juno use this time? 
 
129 

What happens to Amata? 
 
 
 
129 

Does Latinus listen to his wife’s request?                 130 

What does Amata do to “protect” her daughter from marrying 
Aeneas? 
 
 
130 

Allecto to Turnus: 
131 

Turnus’ Reply: 
 
 
 
131 

Imagery: what does Allecto use to enrage Turnus? 
 
132 

List symptoms of Turnus’ furor /rage: 
 
 

132 

NOW: compare this description with Dido’s furor portrayed in 
Book IV: 
 
 

Describe the cause of the war: 
 
 
 

132-134 
 

The End of Divine Intervention:  who stops Allecto from 
continuing her carnage? 
 
 
134-135 

How does this compare to Juno’s meddling in Book I? 

Does the recent bloodshed change Turnus’ mind about his Trojan guests? 

135 

What is Latinus’ response to such violence? 
135 
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Describe the Gates of War: 
 
135-136 

INVOCATION: 
List themes: 
 
 
136-137 

***Catalog of Turnus’ Allies (137-141)*** 

List them and their attributes: 

Mezentius  

Lausus  

Aventinus  

Coras  

Catillus  

Caeculus  

Messapus  

Clausus  

Halaesus  

Oebalus  

Ufens  

Umbro  

Virbius  

Turnus  

Camilla  

 

How are these heroes similar / different from Aeneas? Make a 

Venn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How are these Italian leaders portrayed? Does Vergil treat them 

with sympathy / respect / humanity? Why / why not? 



AENEID BOOK VIII STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

Hercules! 

Simile:  Aeneas’ Thoughts are like. . . 
 
 
 
 
142 

Tiber to Aeneas: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
142-143 

Aeneas’ Prayer: 
 
 
 
 
143 

What omen does Aeneas see on the shore? 
 
143 

What are Evander’s people doing when the first spot the 
Trojans? 
 
 
 
144 

Describe Pallas and Aeneas’ first encounter: 
 
 
 
 
144 

What is the family connection between Aeneas and Evander? 
 
144-145 

According to Evander, who is the best of the Trojans? 
145 

Summarize the Myth of Hercules & 
Cacus: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
146-148 

How does this story tie in to themes of the Aeneid? 

Evander’s Tour of Rome: List places that he shows 
Aeneas: 
 
 
 
149-150 

***OLYMPUS*** 

Venus to Vulcan: 
 
 
150-151 

Where else have we seen Venus as a suppliant? 
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Simile: Vulcan’s passion is like. . . 
151 

Vulcan to Venus: 
 
151 

***Evander’s Farewell*** 

Summarize Evander’s explanation of civil strife in Italy: who is to 
blame? 
 
153-154 

What is Evander’s decision regarding his son Pallas? 
 
 
154 

Rumor Returns… 

155 

Foreshadowing in Evander’s Prayer: 
 
 

 
155-156 

Ekphrasis: Describe the scenes depicted on 
Aeneas’ armor: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
157-159 

What is in the center of Aeneas’ shield? 

What is the significance of this? 
 

AENEID BOOK IX STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

Night Raid! 

Whom does Juno send to stir up mischief at the beginning of 
Book IX? 
 
 
160 

Where have we seen this henchman before? 

Turnus’ behavior towards this henchman:  Pietas or Furor? 
 
 
 
160 

What is the Trojans’ response to Turnus’ attack? 
 
 
 
161 

Simile:  Turnus is like a. . . 
 
 
 
161 

INVOCATION: 
List themes: 
 
 
162 

How are the Trojan ships saved from fire? 
 
 
163 
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How does Turnus compare this battle with the Trojan War? 
 
 
 
163-164 

***The Night Raid*** 

Where have we seen Nisus & Euryalus before? 

Foreshadowing in the Nisus & Euryalus episode: 
 
165 

Nisus & Euryalus’ Plan: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
166 

Who is in charge at the Trojan camp? 
166 

What prize will be given to Nisus & Euryalus if they are 
successful? 
 

 
166-167 

What is Euryalus’ request? 
 
 
167 

Foreshadowing:   

What does Nisus decide to do instead of fetch Aeneas? 
 
 
168 

The Attack: where else have we seen the slaughter of sleeping 
men? 
 

What does Euryalus do that betrays their location? 
 
 
169 

Who else has done this?  Was the outcome similar? 

When Nisus leaves Euryalus behind, what scene does it 
remind you of? 
 
170 

Simile: Euryalus’ death is like. . . 
171 

What is so special about Nisus’ death? 
171 

How do the Trojans hear about Nisus & Euryalus’ death? 
172 

***The Aftermath*** 

Summarize the Scene between Euryalus’ Mother and Ascanius 
/ Iulus: 
 
 
172 

INVOCATION: 
List themes: 
 
 
173 

CATALOG OF HEROES 
Who are these men? 173-175 
 



 
 
 
 

Similes: Turnus fights like a. . . . 
 
 
and a. . . . 
174 

What milestone does Ascanius accomplish for the first time in 
this book? 
175 

What gods  intervene? 
 
 
175-176 

How does this battle resemble the Trojan War? 
 
179 

Who sends Iris to stop the fighting? 
 
 
 
180 

 

AENEID BOOK X STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

From Pietas to Furor! 

***Olympus*** 

Jupiter to Olympians: 
 
181 

Venus’ Reply: 
 
 
181-182 
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Juno’s Reply: 
 
 
 
182-183 

Jupiter’s Final Decree: 
 
183 

***Aeneas Returns*** 

Catalog of Heroes: Aeneas’ New Allies  (185-186) 

List them and their attributes: 

Massicus  

Abas  

Asilas  

Astyr  

Cinyras  

Cupavo  

Cycnus  

Ocnus  

Manto  

Aulestes  

 

Who warns Aeneas of the trouble at the Trojan Camp? 

 

186-187 

***The Battle*** 

Simile:  Why is Aeneas’ helmet important in this scene? 
 
 
187-188 

Summarize Turnus’ Battlecry: 
 
 
 
188 

What is this called (Rhetorical Device)? 

Compare this speech to Aeneas & Coroebus’ speeches in Book II: 
 
 

At the beginning of the battle, who is the most successful warrior? 
 
188-190 

Summarize Pallas’ Warcry: 
 
 
 
 
190 

Does Pallas’ prayer affect the outcome of his duel with Halaesus? 
 
191 

Thought Question:   why is Lausus not allowed to fight with 
Pallas? 
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Simile:  Turnus fights Pallas like a. . .  
 
 
 
192 

Summarize Pallas’ Prayer to Alcides / Hercules: 
 
 
 
 
192 

How does Hercules react? 
 
192 

Turnus vs. Pallas:  After Turnus kills Pallas, what terrible 
thing does he do to the youth’s corpse? 
 
 
 
193 

Who else has done this?  What was the outcome? 

How does Aeneas learn of Pallas’ death? 

193 

Why is Pallas’ death so meaningful to Aeneas? 
 
 

What ancient or modern parallel can you find to this passage? 
 
 

***Aeneas’ Rampage*** 

What does Aeneas do to Ufens’ sons? 
 
194 

Does Aeneas listen to Magus’ plea for mercy? 
 
194 

Does Aeneas spare Haemonides? 
 
194 

Why is Haemonides’ death wrong? 

What does Aeneas do to appease the wrongdoing? 

Aeneas vs. Caeculus: what is so strange about it? 
 
194 

Aeneas kills Tarquitus:  Pietas or Furor? 
 
194-195 

Does Aeneas listen to Liger’s plea? 
 
195-196 

***Olympus*** 

Jupiter to Juno: 
 
196 

Juno to Jupiter: 
 
196 

What concession does Jupiter give to Juno? 
196-197 

What is Juno’s plan to help Turnus escape? 
 
197 

How does Turnus react to being saved? 
 
 
197-198 

***Aeneas’ Rampage, Continued*** 
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Simile: Mezentius fights like a. . . 
 
198 

What does Mezentius do with Palmus’ arms? 
 
198 

What will happen next? 

How does Mezentius’ battlefield behavior compare to Aeneas’? 
 
198-200 

What are the gods doing as the Trojans and Italians fight? 
 
200 

***Aeneas vs. Mezentius: the Ultimate Good vs. Evil, Sort Of *** 

Mezentius vows to make Aeneas’ armor into a trophy. . .to whom 
will he dedicate it? 
200 

Who rescues the wounded Mezentius? What does this 
foreshadow? 
 
200-201 

Simile: Aeneas is like. . . 
 
201 

What is Aeneas’ reaction to the death of Lausus? 
 
 
 
201 

What is Mezentius’ reaction to the death of Lausus? 
 
 
202 

Mezentius’ last prayer is not to the gods, but to his. . . 
 
202 

When Aeneas sees Mezentius approach, he prays to . . . 
 
203 

What is Mezentius’ last request? 
 
203 

 

Thought Question:   

 
PIETAS 

 
FUROR 

After living a life performing pietas, Aeneas has “snapped” and put on the 

cloak of furor.  Will this affect the outcome of his tale?  Are his actions 

forgivable, or is he doomed to spend the remainder of his life infelix? 
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AENEID BOOK XI STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

Oh, right. The book isn’t over yet! 

What is Aeneas doing at the beginning of Book XI? 
 
204 

Summarize Aeneas’ exhortation: 
 
204 

Aeneas to Pallas:  Summarize: 
 
 
205 

Simile: Pallas is like a. . . 
 
205 

Where have we seen this simile before? 

What is Aeneas’ gift to Pallas? 
 
 
205-206 

Why does Aeneas choose this gift?   

FYI: p. 206: “And bids them bring his spoils, a long array, / steeds, 
arms from foemen reft; and binds the hands / behind the backs of 
victims whom he doomed / for that dead shade, to wet the flame 

with blood.”  This passage explicitly mentions human sacrifice.  Is  it 
wrong to kill the four “sons of Ufens” to  avenge the loss of Evander’s son 
Pallas? 
 
 
 
 

 

***Armistice*** 

According to Aeneas, who is to blame for this bloodshed:  

Turnus      or      Latinus? 
206-207 

Drances’ Reply: 
 
 
207 

How does Evander  find out about his son’s death? 

207  

Evander’s Lament to Pallas: 
List themes: 
 
 
 
208 

Whom do the Italian women blame for the bloodshed? 
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209 

Whom does Drances blame for the bloodshed? 

209 

Latinus finally takes action: what does he do?    209-210 

What is Diomedes’ point of view about the war? 
 
 
210-211 

FYI:  Diomedes was one of Aeneas’ enemies in the Trojan War.  
They fought in Book V of Homer’s Iliad, and Diomedes would 
have slain Aeneas if Venus hadn’t intervened: 

 
What is Latinus’ new plan?  (211-212)                                               

 

What is Drances’ opinion? 
 
212-213 

How does Turnus respond? 
 
 
213-216 

Rumor: Aeneas is coming! 

215 

What is Turnus’ reaction to Aeneas’ approach? 
 
 
215 

What is Lavinia’s reaction to the violence?   215 
Simile: Turnus is like a. . . 
 
 
216 

Who comes to Turnus’ aid? 
 
 
216 

What is Camilla’s backstory? 
 
 
217-218 

Simile:  In battle, Camilla fights like an. . . 
 
 
220 

Catalog of Heroes:  Camilla’s Kills: 
 
 
220-222 
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Why is Camilla desirous of fighting Chloreus? 
 
 
223 

Arruns prays for victory to Apollo, and he grants half of his 
request:  is he defying Jupiter’s decree? 
 
224 

What is Camilla’s significance in the Aeneid? 
 
 
225-226 

What interrupts the ultimate showdown between Aeneas 
and Turnus? 
 
227 

AENEID BOOK XII STUDY GUIDE 

NOMEN: ________________ 

Mortal Combat! 

Simile: Turnus is like a. . .  
 
 
227 

Turnus to Latinus: 
 
 
227 

Latinus to Turnus: 

227-228 

Turnus’ Taunts: 
 
 
228 

Amata to Turnus: 
 
 
 
228-229 

Simile: Lavinia’s blush is like a. . .229 
Where have we seen this imagery before? 
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Turnus’ Reply: 
 
 
229 

***The Morning of the Battle*** 

Turnus’ Sword was made by Vulcan, the blacksmith god.  Is this an 
unfair advantage over Aeneas? 
 
229 

Turnus’ other weapon is from Actor:  is it wise to use another 
enemy’s battle gear? 
 
229 

Simile: Turnus is like a… 
 
 
230 

***Olympians Interfere*** 

Juno to Juturna:   
 
 
230-231 

Juno to Juturna:   
 
 
231 

***The Processional*** 

Aeneas Prays to. . . 
 
231-232 

How does Juturna try to spare her brother Turnus’ life? 
233 

What omen do the warriors see? 
233 

***Another Skirmish*** 

Does Aeneas engage in battle? 
 
235 

How is Aeneas wounded? 
 
 
235 

Who heals Aeneas’ wound? 
 
237 

What other divinity helps Aeneas recover? 
 
 
237-238 

Does this intervention defy Jupiter’s decree? 

Aeneas to Ascanius / Iulus:  Summarize 
 
238 

How does Juturna once again thwart Turnus’ battle with 
Aeneas? 
 
239 

Simile:  Aeneas and Turnus are fighting like. . . 
 
 
240 

What is Aeneas’ new plan to end the fight? 
 
241 

What is Amata’s fate? 
 
 
 
242 
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Turnus to Juturna: 
 
 
243 

Juturna to Turnus: 
 
 
243 

Turnus to Juturna: 
 
 
243-244 

Turnus Absolves his Kin: 
 
 
244 

***Mortal Combat!*** 

 

Simile:  Turnus and Aeneas approach each other like. . . 
245 

What is the significance of the olive tree episode? 
 
246 

***Divine Interventions*** 

Who helps Aeneas free his weapon from the olive’s root? 
 
246 

Jupiter and Juno *finally * speak to one another: 
Jupiter to Juno:  
 
 
247 

Juno to Jupiter: 
 
 
 
247 

Jupiter to Juno: 
 
 
 
 
247-248 

Juturna’s Reaction to this Outcome: 
 
 
249 

***THE END*** 

What does Turnus do after taunting Aeneas? 
 
 
249 

Summarize Turnus’ Plea: 
 
 
250 

Why does Aeneas kill Turnus? 
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